The Superpowers and the Middle East
agree to an unfavourable peace settlement in the face of violent
popular opposition.337 Any Arab leader who might do so, might
find himself in "serious political and personal peril". To the Arabs,
Israel's quest for "secure frontiers" in an effort to obtain *4abso-
lute security'* is frightening, for after every clash with them
Israel has come forward with a fresh definition of what she re-
gards as "secure frontiers".
Such a stance might be ultimately self-defeating for Israel and
might result in another Arab-Israeli war with unforeseeable con-
sequences. In the long run, as Arab societies modernize and as
competent leaders increasingly succeed in guiding them into
greater effectiveness in technology, industry and science, the pros-
pects for a small state like Israel which had not won the goodwill
of its immediately encircling neighbours would not appear to be
very encouraging. No matter how many more great military
victories the Israelis may win, the sea of Arab peoples ringing
them cannot be eliminated from the picture, and as they become
modernized—even if it takes a long time—they would be in a
position to wage war effectively. Yasir Arafat, the Al Fatah
leader, stated in an interview with the Time correspondent Gavin
Scott that: "As Napoleon and Hitler were drowned in the snows
of Russia, the sands of our deserts will swallow the Israelis. Our
people can put up with many invasions".138
Israel, in other words, will have to realize that she will not
13? It is possible that Israel had deliberately set conditions so unaccept-
able that the Arabs could not possibly agree to them in order that she
could both justify her retention of the occupied areas and place full res-
ponsibility on the Arabs for the failure to achieve any peace treaty. As
Joseph Alsop wrote in the Evening Bulletin: ^ince the overwhelming ma-
jority of Israelis wish to retain the territorial conquests, but wish to avoid
the blame for doing so, having the Arabs refuse to negotiate is intensely
convenient to Israel.1* The Evening Bulletin (Philadelphia), (14 Novem-
ber 1967).
*** Time, U.S. Edition, 30 March 1970, p. 32,
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